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SERIES XI. 
By PaAvMasTER-CAPTAIN T. M. SALTER, R.N. (Ret.). 


Lebeckia MacOwanii, Salter. (Leguminosae) § Papilionaceae. 

Planta perennis, glabra, glauca, diffusa vel decumbens, caulibus 
numerosis e radice extendentibus, paucis interdum suberectis. Caules 
30—45 em. longi, fere 3 mm. diam., teretes, in parte superiore saepe 
ramosi. Folia linearia, cylindrica, plerumque secundo-adscendentia, 
paulum supra medium articulata, mucronata, 3—7 cm. longa, 1-5—2 
mm. diam. Racemi caules ramulosque terminantes, plus minusve laxi, 
4—15 cm. longi. Pedicelli 3—6 mm. longi: bracteae parvae, anguste 
ovatae; bracteolae minutae. Calyx fere 6 mm. longus, tubo late in- 
fundibuliforme, lobisque deltoideis interne barbatis, tubo brevioribus, 
Petala aequalia: vexillum fere orbiculare,, breviter unguiculatum. 
1:4 cm. longum, apice leviter acutum, sicut alae laete flavum: alae 
5—6 mm. latae, obtusae: carina leviter fornicata, vix rostrata, palidissime 
viridis. Ovarium 1:5 mm. latum, 6—9-ovulatum. Legumen stipitatum, 
oblongum, compressum, saepe leviter undulatum vel tortuosum, fere 5 
em. longum, 1-3 cm. latum, margine ventrale alatum. 

Hab. Cape Peninsula: gravelly flats between Fish Hoek and Kom- 
metje, one mile west of Brakkloof, Salter 7789 (type in South African 
Museum Herbarium, Cape Town), 252 /4, W-Dod 1632: Camp’s Bay, 
MacOwan 2326. Flowers Sep.—Nov. 
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Fre. I. Lebeckia MacOwanit, Salter. 1. Ovary x 2. 2. Ala x 2. 3. Carina x 2. 
4. Vexillum x 2. 5. Legume x 2. 6. Plant, naturalsize. (Salter 7789.) From 
a drawing by G. J. Lewis. 
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This handsome and large flowered species is an affinity of L. Meyeriana, 
E. and Z., differing principally in that it is about one and a half times 
as large as that species in every part and also in its more glaucous foliage. 
In addition to the greater size of the bright yellow flowers, the lamina 
of the vexillum is more nearly orbicular, the carina is less arched and 
rather more acute and the style proportionately shorter. 

It is very local and fairly plentiful in the type locality, but it has not 
been observed at Camp's Bay since MacOwan's collecting in 1882. 


Oxalis Comptonii, Salter. (Oxalidaceae) $ Lineares. 

Planta parva gracilis, 5—12 cm. alta, caule plerumque exserto, 
caule, petiolis, pedunculis minute pubescentibus pilisque capitatis 
admixtis plus minusve pilosis. Bulbus parvus, ovoideus, vix 1 cm. 
longus, tunicis papyraceis brunneis. Rhizoma tenue, pallidum. Caulis 
ad 7 cm. longus, vel vix exsertus, atro-viridis, interdum squamis 1—2 
parvis indutus. Folia fere 10, ad caulis apicem aggregata, petiolis 
0-5—1-5 em. longis: foliola 3, subsessilia, oblonga vel anguste elliptica 
vel linearia, apice obtusa et incisa, interdum conduplicativa, 3—7 mm. 
longa, 1—2 mm. lata, supra glabra, infra sparsissime pubescentia vel 
glabra, eciliata, callis 2 apicalibus notata. Pedunculi folia valde super- 
antes, 2—4 cm. longi, apicem versus bracteis 1—2 alternantibus minutis 
induti vel ebracteati. Sepala lanceolata, 3—4 mm. longa, glabra vel 
sparse pubescentia, ciliata, apice conspicue rubro-bicallosa. Corolla 
1-4—1-8 cm. longa, alba vel pallidissime rosea, tubo infundibuliforme 
viridi-luteo : petala subcuneata, basin versus leviter attenuata, antice 
rotundata, 4—7 mm. lata, ad marginem inferiorem exteriorem saepe 
pallide rosea. . Filamenta (parte connata inclusa) minora 2-5—5 mm., 
glabra, longiora 4:5—7 mm. longa, minute glandulosa, edentata. 
Ovarium in parte superiore pubescens, ecallosum, loculis 2—3-ovulatis 
stylis inferne pubescentibus, superne sparse minuteque glandulosis. 

Hab. Cape Province: Van Rhyn’s Dorp Div.; Gift Berg, Salter 
7286 (type in Bolus Herbarium), 7292, 30 May, 1938. 

This species is probably nearest in affinity to O. tenella, Jacq., but 
differs in the absence of pluricellular hairs on the styles and in having 
2 conspicuous apical calli on the sepals and leaflets. It may be confused 
with some of the larger forms of O. glabra, Thunb., var. pusilla (Jacq.) 
Sond., from which it differs in having gland-tipped hairs on the stem, 
petioles and peduncles, and in the longer styles and stamens, the latter 
being entirely edentate. 

Colonies were found both in shady and open positions, the leaflets 
in the latter case being narrower. It has been named in honour of 
Professor R. H. Compton, who first observed the plants. 
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Erica pulchella, Houtt., var. major, Salter. (§ Hermes.) 

A forma typica differt:— Altior, robustior, rigidior, satis sparse 
ramosa, ramis adscendentibus, in partibus omnibus major. Folia 4—7 
mm. longa. Inforescentiae cylindricae breviores, fere 2 cm. longae. Sepala 
2-5—3 mm. longa. Corolla 4:5—5-5 mm. longa. Antherae fere 1 mm. 
longae, vix 0: 5 mm. latae. Ovarium minute puberulum. 

Hab. Cape Peninsula: south of Lieferskloof, Zwartkop, Salier 7704 
(type in Bolus Herbarium), hills west of Simonstown, W- Dod 2820, Pillans 
8839, Salter 7383, 8017. Fl. Aug.—Dec. 

This variety may, in the dried state, be easily confused with E. 
longiaristata, Benth. The corolla, however, closes distinctly towards 
the throat and is the same rich reddish purple as in the typical form of 
E. pulchella, a deeper colour than that of E. longiaristata which also 
has a wider throated corolla. Although both grow in the same area 
the typical form of E. pulchella rarely flowers before January, whereas 
this variety flowers from August to December. In addition to its 
stouter habit and its greater size in all parts, the anthers are a different 
shape, being twice as long as broad, whereas those of the typical form 
are about equal in length and breadth. 

One plant (Salter 8017) was found in January with the flowers 
beginning to wither, growing on the Zwartkop ridge to the south of the 
Klaver Valley, Simonstown, in proximity to a large colony of the typical 
form which is abundant in that vicinity. The latter was mostly in bud, 
though here and there it was beginning to flower. The difference in the 
two varieties in the wild state was very obvious. 


